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city of the proconsular province of Africa* Here it was that an Arian
priest ordered them to be apprehended and scourged on account of their
preaching the consubstantiality of the Son of God, Felix, seeing the
executioners seize first on Fulgentius, cried out: " Spare that poor brother
of mine, whose delicate complexion cannot bear torments; let them rather
be my portion, who am strong of body/' They accordingly, at the
instigation of this wicked priest, fell on Felix first, and the old man endured
their stripes with the greatest alacrity* When it was Fulgentius's turn
to experience the same rigorous treatment, he bore the lashes with great
patience; but feeling the pain excessive, that he might gain a little respite
and recruit his spirits, he requested his judge to give ear to something
he had to impart to him. The executioners thereupon being commanded
to desist, he began to entertain him with an account of his travels. This
savage monster expected nothing more than some overtures to be proposed
to him of an intention to yield; but finding himself disappointed, in the
utmost rage, ordered his torments to be redoubled. At length having
glutted his barbarity, the confessors were dismissed, their clothes rent,
their bodies inhumanly torn, and their beards and hair plucked off. The
very Arians were ashamed of such cruelty, and their bishop offered to
punish the priest if Fulgentius would but undertake his prosecution,
His answer was, that a Christian is never allowed to seek revenge; and
for their part it was incumbent on them not to lose the advantage of
patience, and the blessings accruing from the forgiving of injuries* The
two abbots, to avoid an additional effort of the fury of these heretics,
travelled to Ididi, on the confines of Mauritania. Here Fulgentius went
aboard a ship for Alexandria, being desirous, for the sake of greater
perfection, to visit the deserts of Egypt* renowned for the sanctity of the
solitaries who dwelt there* But the vessel touching at Sicily, St Eulalius,
abbot at Syracuse, diverted him from his intended voyage, on assuring
him, that 4* a perfidious dissension had severed thin country from the
communion of Peter," l meaning that Egypt was full of heretics, with
whom those that dwelt there were obliged cither to join in communion^
or be deprived of the sacraments. The liberality and hospitality of
Fulgentius to the poor, out of the small pittance he received for his par-
ticular subsistence, made Eulalius condemn himself of remissness in those
virtues^ and for the future imitate so laudable an example*

Our saint having laid aside the thoughts of pursuing his voyage to
Alexandria, embarked for Rome, to offer up his prayers at the tombs of the
apostles* Fulgentius returned home in a short time after, and was received
with incredible joy. He built a spacious monastery in Byxacena^ but
retired to a cell himself, which was situate on the seashore* Here his time
was employed in writing, reading, prayer, mortification, and the manual

1 A communion* Pctri pcrfid* diewoti* aeparavit.   Vit, St Fulg. c, xa*